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Lord MAYOR, 


| Of the CIT Y of 


|. LONDON 


And to the COURT of 


ALDERMEN. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, | 
HE Deſign of the following Diſcourſe- 
is to ſhow the neceſſity of God's Provi- 
dence for the preferuation of any City 
or Government, and conſequently to: 
perſuade the Members thereof t0 uſe their utmoſt 
endeavours, for the ſecuring to. themſelves, the 

i divine favoar. 
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P'S A L. 127, r. 
Except the Lord: keep the City, the watch- 
man waketh. but in. vain. 


H E Deſign, of this:Plalm is to. 1]-: 
luſtrate and'ſer forth the Proyidence 
of Gad, as. concerning. it:ſelf:inall: 

_ humane Affiirs whatſoever, whecher - 

they, be thoſe of private or publick; concern. 

The mercies of:the Lord:are indeed-aver. all 
his works, and-all the nunuteſt and ;maſtiin- - 
conſiderable. Beings have an: intereſt in; his: care 
and, circumſpection. 

His immenſe and:boundleſs Nature diffuſerh. 
it elf through all the.corners of the.Earth, and 
by his. immediate preſence, the, whole frame, 
of Beings. is ſuſtained. 

And notwithſtanding their natural.tendencies 
to deſtroy. one another, even inanimate things, 
things without life and ſenſe, although they: 
know nothing of itthemſelves, are by the Divine 

B influence 


influence directed to produce moſt noble ends 
and purpoſes. 


Bur man b:ing a Creature made afcer God's | 


own image and likeneſs, and being every way 
ſo well qualified to promote his glory, it can- 
not but be fuppoſed that God-wHl, after a more 
particular manner, concern, himſelf on.þis be- 
half, and in all the ſeveral circumſtances of 
his life, 1n all the ſeveral relacions in which he 
ſtands to others, will lend him the afſiſtence of 
hs Almighty Power, towards the promoting his 
orcateſt benefit and advantage. !' om 
And it 1s well for us that God is pleaſed-thus 
to intereſt himſelt on our behalf; for conſidering 
the ſeveral deſigns and intereſts of mankind, 
conſidering that great variety of paſſions. and 
affections which humane Nature 1s ſubjz& to, 
conſidering thofe unforeſeen accidents which 
no humane skill can prevent, what peace, what 
ſafety can be expected without the ſuperinten- 
dency of him who knows how to manage all 
effetts whatſoever as ſeemeth b-ſt to himſelf, 
to proſper us in all our undertakings, and to 


prevent any cvil of what kind ſoeyer which he 


{ces otherwiſe likely co befall us. 


We may make as good provition as we can 


tor the ſecurity of our perſonal Eſtates and For- 
cuncs, and for the welfare of our Fanulies, bur 
EXCEpt 
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except the Lord build” the houſe, they labour in 
vain that build it. It is vain for you to riſe up 
early, to fit up late, to eat the bread of ſorrows : for 
fo he giveth his beloved. fleep. Lo children are 
an. heritage. of the 'Lord, andthe fruit of the womb 


is his reward. , We may contrive as wiſely, and 


be as induſtrious as it is polſlible for any in our 
circumſtances to be, | for the preſervation of 
thac Community, that City, ro which we. be- 
long : .,,And yet except the Lord: keep the Ci ity, 
the watchman waketh but in vain... 

_. Which/words do ar firſt view ſupply us with 
Tack three; heads of diſcourſe, i o1had zoos” 


bot + That ickoas God' O care ak omoſten 
no.Goyetnment can be fate. 


; Be hm__ lene m 1t ws | STE q 


_ ox Government, oo —_— SS 
muſt- nat be, idle, but. muſt -chem(elves-uſe all 
neceſlary. i care; for - che;, preſervation thereok; 
Herei18;no, forbidding, the-watchman.-to wake, 
alchough his waking can {ignitie-nothing;' ualels 
God: be preſent wah. his/athltensE,- an thinks 
fit to crown all his endeavours with ſUccss, 11,» 
Ke B 2 I begs 


 T'begin wich che Firſt, That wkhaur God's 


care and protection no Government cat be 


ſafe. Except the Lord keep the City, the 'witth- 

min waketh bat in 'v#ln. | KS 
Government is ſo-preata-blefling ro-mankind 

that -nothing can be a 'more proper -6dje& of 


God's care and inſpetion. The world withoirt 


it would be full of nothing bur Diſorder and 


'Confaſion; and therefore 1t catitiot bur/be a 


grecable to God's infinite Wiſedom, tnore'pat- 
ticularly to concern himſelf for its welfare. © | 

We cannot ian An _—_— 'ofren- 
times enſue upon-every 'c atid-altetation, 
and how Sifule a nc when once a 
Governinent is broken 4y/piects, 'to Tet x right 
again, to the ſatisfaction of thoſe who 'ert to 


liveunder it. 


But were it not-for the ſuperineendency of 
one who has the reigns of Government in his: 


Hands, and to whom-all infetivut' eauſes-are 


ſubſervient - and do admmiſter-as he thinks fit 
todiret, fuchalcerations won{d'be much more 
frequent, and the-evil conſequences Which at- 
tend 'them- far 'greater than 'we obſcive'thern 
nowtobe: As willbeſt appear if we conſider, / 
x. The ipnorance of ſome. gp 

2. The wieked-and-and malicious defipris- of 
othalnfo's; © nin outen, WT He cg Oran 
TH Þ 3- The 


C5] 

©'S, 'The ani f power th Ul 't firailiſe 
bites Whke ray be-blotutdly "rceffery Tor tf 
preſervation of any City. or Government. . 

Pirſtthen, Ry noratices there ſw 
wr Qovytrniiic be KEY GArthe'Py 
Ahora Gol. oth fie Its 

So #titricate and ahve At efitlitic the 
"theatts' ripdh WHith' thi reſerftioh of ity; 
vernment does depend, thit Sreat prudeice'an 
"Bret bas ol He: ecefaty for It difc6v y of what 


"44k #60 4tiþ rs 's it of 
bebeg 'Matiy wy catinot' forefce Udtigers 


well as othets, not mb tb fie it't 
When they ate” >a 
-  Whin hath Sealy hee 
Bkedy: Hfoleitidh nfon 41 

cy, ſome haye not rs Skill as jun SR 
Teiddert- hit och rich rn thous | 
| aſſeains? : 1 "Govern 
Bfcty (hou 'be Ct; oye they'k a 
Hotth&W# ro take"! diſcreet chbice bur oftett- 
tiribs:maks uſe of wha Rhee ky Govtthrntltt 
«wh NE Ott accoutits! Gat, 
tis abſthirtly necelfaty, eith | for 
ſetting up;of wiſe Governours, or for the' jit- 
 Ptkiimngſe] Mia up&fitheir tridds; as ts ve- 
Bf wich pt6atote the welfare of ariy Soticty, 


and. 


and;which, wihou out les DM fromhim, 
Fey never.could haye come! to. the knowledge 
O 
. The: wiſeſt Politicians. we - obſcrvg are often 
EY -ived;. and. the 1 who. we. gh tO. the,greatgſt 
ckill in the management, - of humane, attairs; do 
now. and then make uſe of ſuch means as do 
directly Fee to the. deſtruction of, ;Fgſe de- 
VB Sf wen hagd,,......" on 
Fiig is well” for. the Mal thay: it Hin 
happeps 5, "for were, not h Ale Nature ..ch 
C to. Þ : impoſed dg, ,. what would — 
BE] men, wh:n jn power, doe},,, .- i, 
But God be thanked, hep affegtimes through 
1gnorance.: do take.ſuch mehr AS aro moſt 
yanrary to. chat intereſt wh ich Y would pro- 


ui Ap {And ing i, lev ro wi 390d, mp 
199: ol Y, NEVER; ign 483 thing 
but. F E..XC Ne of..chat; Goygramcgs )5p 
which they belong, Are; oftentimes Sniloiogt 
ſuch miſtakes as do, really further, us Selle Heh 
on, and conſcquently 2 aig 1 ame-;afls 
tence from above to henin,the know- 
lodge of. what is neon for' the, peeleryqiion 
of it 

_. Such is. God's infinite WH om 3d 4/kn 108 
ledge,, that he, at one view ſecs All Cauſes 


upon 


= 
upon which the. Safety 'of any City' or Com- 
monwealth depends, and therefore'if he thinks 
fir'to contrive that they who are the: Gover- 
nours thereof ſhall know them too, all things 
will ſucceed well. | 
If he 1s pleaſed ſo far forth to enlighten'their 
Underſtandings, that they may be able clearly 
to diſcern what does moſt-conduce td the wel- 
fare of that Society over which they preſide , 
that Society has great reaſon to hope; |that e- 
very thing may be managed to 1ts greateſt-ad- 
vantage. he a eek 
But unleſs he-1s pleaſed thus to Jend his aſſi- 
ſtence, conſidering humane weakneſs, and'the 
many errours/ which! the moſt ' judicious: are 
ſometimes liable te fall-111to, Unleſs. the Lord: 
keep the City, the Watchmat' waketh but in vain. © 
And thus it muſt-happen when we conſider 
in the ſecond' place; the malitious and wicked 
deſigns of ſuch asare enemies to the peace and 
happineſs of any ctabliſhed Government. 
'Some' are of that faftious temper that they 
take delight in embroiling the affairs of any 
Nation; 'and/ are never calie within themfelvyes, 
bur-when they 'are giving diſturbance to others. 
Such {15 their reſtleſs humour , that nothing 
pleafeth them long; they are ever rolling 
trom one deſign to another; and although 


| things 


KAR 
things arg, nexer 6. wall Galed'; they Bill love 
alcerations for altcrations ſake. Fr 
Others. are, proud; and, ambutious, Lovers, of 


Po r and authority, and:theſe.caxe not; whas: 
miſchtef t 


hey project, if they can. but. thereby. 
advance-themelyes.' Such as theſe. are ſo intenc 
upon honaurs-and ,preferments, and the.gratifi- 
cation of their covetous deſires, that it; will ne- 
ver trouble, them to ſee any Goyernment tur- 


ned topſic. turyie, if they proye but any. ways. 
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When we obſerve how intent ſome men are 
upon miſchief, and with what ſecrefie, and how 
far they carry on their plots. and conſpiracies 
againſt a State; when we refle&t upon the Au- 
thority and Intereſt of others, who are many 
times barefac'd in deſigning the ruine thereof , 
unleſs we were- ſure that there 1s 'a great God 
above, who manageth all affairs whatſoever as 
ſeemerh beſt to himſelf, who can eafily detect the 
moſt ſecret purpoſes of ſuch as are; enemies to 
the peace of S70z, who can entrap the wicked in 
the very ſnares they laid for others, and when-. 
ever he pleaſeth be avenged upon thoſe who 
have miſemployed the power and authority 
with which he had intruſted them ; How could 
we help being affraid Ieft the beſt eſtabliſh'd Go- 
vernment in the' World ſhould be. every mo- 
ment tumbling about our cars, and that inſtead 
of living peaceably together in any Society, we 
ſhould A daily fighting and quarrelling with 
one-another; and*that rhe ſtrongeR, and thoſe 
who had moſt craft and knavery , ſhould al- 
ways be too hard for the more innocent, and 
thoſe of more juſt and honeſt Principles. - 

+ However honeſtly zealous ſome men, may 
be to preſerve a State from ſinking, Bough 
they ſhould imploy all their ſtrength and skill, 
ſhould hazard their lives and fortunes for the 

| C _ *-_ Sores 


Att 
157% as 


Security of the lawfull Government under 


which they live, wick<d men would be ({Ull too 
hard for them, unlcſs God was pleaſed torinter- 


poſe ſometimes, and-to give a bleſſing to their 


honeſt endeavours. __ 
Wicked men have indeed. a- great advantage 
in reference to the furth:ring any deſigns. they 
have in hand above thoſe who are upright, in 
that they never ſcruple the attempting any thing 
how wicked: ſocver, for the accompliſhmenc. 
thereof : They 'do not ſuffer themſelves to be. 
tied up by any rules or laws, bur act any thing, 
be it what it will, which they believe to b- ſer- 
viceable to.the wickedaeſs they have m hand: 
They, break .oaths and promiſes, alchough never 
ſo folkemly made; _ SEE SEN and diſperſe a 
thouſand falſe ſtori-s, on purpoſe ro:delude and 
impoſe upon. innocent .and harmleſs people: 
They cheeaen and free, ochers, inc @ cor 
pliance- wither wicked deſigns, by. which azd 
che hke pratices; they mult oftentimes nece(- 
farily profper'in what they. are about, unleſs 


prevented, by the, interpoſition; of one who 
directerh their ſteps as Teemerh beſt.co his infi- 
nite Wiſedoti.and Goodneſs, and makes them 
Bring; abour ends direaly contrary to- what 
* had' been by. them intended. Except the Lord 
keep the. City, the tatchman waketh but in vain. 
Thirdly, 


Can J 

Thirdly, "The- truth of this Aſfertion will far- 
ther appear, if we conſider that ſeveral things, 
upon which the preſervation,of any. Goverhr 
ment depends, are manifeſtly beyond.the reach 
of tiumane power , and requize a divine afli- 
ſence 1n; the management of them. | 

Beſides. that: the Safety of any. Society de- 
pends-upan the prudence and honeſty of thoſe 
who are the Members thereof; ithere are other 
natural cauſes which: muſt Iikewaſe neceſlarily 
concur-for the ſame purpoſe, or elſe rune will 
oftentimes enſue. 3}. 23 gorfac; £ 

Now. theſe are whally at God's diſpoſal, 
and no body. can;manage them forthe good of 
any people but healone: The: fate of a King- 
dom depends :ſamettmes-on; the life of a mani: 
The Winds ſometimes blow ſafery;atiother times 
ruine to a Peaple: The very: temperatureiaf 
the Air 'does now:and! then help:;forwardahieidc- 
ſtruction: of a City. . Togo. nofartherthan our 
ſelves; In the: Sparzſb:Inyaſton;: an hundred 
years ago, how favourable were the Winds to 
us, although contrary it9: aue:cnenues , when 
they . difperſed:and broke: in pieces/that 10vin- 
ble Navy, wath which they .cara&to deſtroy us? 
And how did the fame Winds of late further 
that deliverance which.-you. fo :much- longed 
for. \Onithe-other: hand; in thavdreadtull bir, 


C 2 which 


4 
, 


T ws 1 


hit confurzied your Dwellings, how did the 


Dryneſs of 'the ſeaſon, ' and: uh Wind: which | 


ther: was; 1coneroto propipat” and increaſe 
the- Flaines?0” q T1: IJNOENV DE nTISQYD 3! 
-1. 1 Abtindaricesf: ſuch Inftances ſob 
inanimate things and cauſcs, things" that have 
no life: nor ſenſe, (no. forecaſt: not deſign, are 
made ithe' Inflrurhencs of. ſgpc or Ruine to-a 
Common-wealthio 3 evvorey 

"Abd if it be'fo'; how then can any ſuch Ci- 
ry! of Conimon-wealth be-at any time ſecure, 
unleſs he in whom 1s the Power of Lite: and 
Dearth, he whom the'Winds/and Seas obey, he 
who'can abate the: ſtrength! of natural cauſes, 
or increaſe it; ashe ſees fit, is-pleaſed to. concern 
himſelf fo far :agto' prevenralliche direfulk ef- 
fefts which :ſuch-.natural cauſes:ate/-in' thei 
£lves 'otherwile'likely'ro produce. 

>Hirhatie ptufderice; whatever it may :doe:mm 
orher:&aſeel 19ev: iwfuch events as happen:by 
any» of rhe: forenentioned- Means, Can have 
nothing odoet 5 

Nous allthe-foreſ! ghe neks World can aler 
the Temperanro of the-Air, or makethe Winds 
blow out of :one'corner rather than out of air 
other. 
Its lberg A Bring! of infinite, Wiſedom and 
Poet. which-car:change and alcer;thefe)things 


as 


[13] 
- as ſeemeth beſt tohimſelf: And'therefore finee 
the welfare of whole Societies and Commum- 
"ties does oftetr1h a great meafure depend upon 
: ſuch things, without the aſliſtence of God's pro- 
'vidence, ſuch Societies and Communities 'muſt 
neceflarily be daily expoſed to ruine and de- 
ſtruction. Except the ' Lord: keep the City, the 
* watchman'waketh but-in vain. © © 
But although without the aſſiſtence of God's. 
Providence no City or Government can be ſafe, 
yet with-it it may, which is the ſecond thing 
maar the Text I purpoſed to diſcourſe 
of. 

When the Pfalmiſt here aſſerts that, the watch- 
man waketh in vain unleſs the Lord keep the City, 
he chen ſuppoſerh chat if 7he Lord does vouch- 
ſafe 'to keep the City, the watchman will-not wake 

In vain. | 

- Now this is fufficiently manifeſt from 'what. 

has been already diſcourſed: For if God is plea- 

ſed to inlighten the underſtandings of ſuck as. 
'arc ignorant, ſo as they may. be able ro take 
fuch refolutions-as may tend. to the'Safery © 
any'\Nation or People: If he is: pleaſed not . 
-permitithe wicked' to proſper. in' what they ate 

abour,'but thinks fit-to dere&t-and confound all 
- their. miſchievous devices; If he ispleaſed ſo far 
 forthiro exert his; Power over. al naturalcauſts. 

| a3. 


T-z34 } 


as to make them ſubſervigat. tothe preſecyayy- 
on of any City or Kingdom , what than has a- 
ny ſuch City or Kingdom ned. to fear any 
dangers. which canbefall x? Its ſafe: in God's 
hands, whoſe Wiſedom is ſufficient to, foreſee, 
- and. whoſe Power is ſufhcient tg preyent any 
nuſchiefs which cap befall it. | | 

We often reade in the. Scriptures; .of- Gad's 
giving up his. People to be deſtroyed by their 
enemies, and-of his threatning thety with cuine 
and: confuſion. All'which plainly implics, thac 
they. were ſecure-enough;, untill he: was :pleaſed 
co withdraw his protection, and to permit rujne 
and deſtruction to fall upon them. 

The RIT__ in Fudges are very remark- 
able for che cvincing of this:truth, Zudg--2. 14: 
He: delivered them into the hands of Spoilers, that 
ſpoiled them. Judg. 3. 8. He ſold them. into the 
_ haud ef the King of Meſopotamis, Tudp. 4. 12. He 
flrengthned the hand. of  Eglon Ring 'of Myah. a- 
gainſi, Iſrael. TREAT FLITRESS lng) 

No miſchief can happen ta any: People or 
Government without God's lcaveand:ipermift- 
On. Balaam acknowledgethſo mugh; Nim.28. 
v; & How ſhall 1 curſe whom God bath: not: curſed? 
or haw. ſhall 1 defie whom the Lord hath nat defied ? 
- Neither:.is any. thing. more manifeſt chan: that 

wathourt: a Clarion from God; the: Dewl 


him- 


ERT .. 
Finfelf was oy able ro tonch ot har righte- 
Ons 7ob, chap. 1. 3. | 

Mark Wie God bimfelf faith Sender | 
2 Ring. 15. 28. I will put my hook tr thy moſe,. Py 
my bats # thy lips, and I will turn thee back 
by the way which thou cameſt * Thou re not COhie 
Pito this City, hor ſhoot an arrow againſt it. 

God's ower is mighty and 1 WOO 
and 45 he- cart and 58 over-rule alt nattral 4- 
genits; ſo cart he likewiſe oyer-rule all trioraf ones 
too, attd whetieycr he Pome lice&t the ati- 
Ons. of wicked men as ſeerneth beft ro his infi- 
nite Wiſedon. 

Ler theit intentions be never {6 devilits. he 
carr abare their Pride, afſnage heir Malice, 4 
corfornd? their Devices, & cheir Plors' ink 
Conſpiracits be: carried ori wich tHe greatelt 
cunning and ſectefie_ imaginable, he' cat. hy 
ther opti ad detect then. - He cant deteriviine 
thinks Yer” ſach”a' tratinetr that; wis ed. ny 
ſhall tether be able to rage fo 16g. no 
rioully as they had reſolved to doe. Wy, oY. 
riches he'docs wholly hinder the intetided mil 
chief frotn;, happt MDg.. and that dither by ate 
fil off theſe whi oO dre the Auchours of 1 it, as he 
ſerved' Pharaoh ad his hoft; or” of flenine | 
their filter thi a T Power; 4s; when he, eek 
che'Sodlimifes with RON: or by oþþ6 fitig a. 
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power ſufficient to ſuppreſs theirs, as whzn he 
fibdued rebellious Abſalom by David and his 
Servants; , or laſtly, by removing out of their 
way the Object of their ſpleen and malice, 
as when he ſent our Saviour into Egypt , and 
preſerv'd St. Paul from the fourty Confpiratours. 

Evil men do often proceed: far, and ſeem to 
themſelyes to be in an hopefull way of bringing 
their deſigns to paſs; and God, either for the 
puniſhment of others, or for the advancement 
of his Glory, by afterwards thwarting their in- 
rentions, or for ſome other reaſon beſt known 
to himſelf, does often allow and permit it, but 
notwithſtanding their great hopes of ſucceſs, 
he can, if he ſhall judge 1t neceſſary and conve- 
nient, in a moment blaſt all their moſt pro- 
ſperous deſigns, and bring things about direQt- 
ly contrary to their expectations. | 

There may be great diſtractions 1in a King- 
dome. The City which was once, the, cnyy. of 
her Neighbours may have her rights and pri- 
vileges invaded, her ancient Government ſub- 
verted, may ſee the Calyecs:of Dan and. Bethel] 
ſer up within the corners of her ſtreets, and be 
fall of fears and jealouſies, leſt a ſudden de- 
ſtruftion ſhould fall upon her and her inhabi- 
tants. And yet if God's providence has not for- 
faken that Kingdom, if he ſtill keeps that Gi, 
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to wake, atthoog] up ſighnties nothing my the 
Lord keep the 
"'God has F-4 T0 Man rational Citarir 

t6 no'putpoft, Hor betaule Hei ABR 26 heb 
things for thei? +56 he: willing that diey thould 
do nothing theniftlves : He has” given thera 
undefſtandings for the; ov our of Truth: 
an for che entÞti ng them © Hake dtieLion 
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Fm GT ogg 0g 119, al affairs. and of 
{appointing us 1n what oy crta » Jet. this 
om y happens in ſome caſcs. . God's Providence 
docs uſually. concur with Man's Endeavours.and 
he will never. hinder.us.in what We. Arc. a/ -abour, 
unleſs it be for his own glory, our good, Or the 
good of others. And therefore as if there was 
no ſuch thing as God's Providence inthe world, 


"we are. bound to cmploy all our care and-1n- 
duſtry 
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ares? forithe welfare of 'thar Community>to 

we: belong; and/then leave the eventos 
him who coanageth all concerns afrer the viſcſt 
manner. 

For us, 'even for the ſake'of the ublick, to 
trample: under foot the Laws of God, this,” be- 
ſides the grear ſcandal it brings'upon our moſt 
holy nba: 1s the way to ſet the Alnughty 
againſt us; ſo that nothing we'doe ſhall prof- 
per: But-on:the 'other hand, it is roo much-pre- 
ſumption to ſit idle, and ro hope and -wiſthithat 
God will fave the City,when we as doe nothing ; 
to ſave it. our ſelves. . 

All chings, '1©& is rye, are to' be referred to 
God; who: gives!-us prudehce''to_chuſe ſuch 
mcans as are fir; fol the'-preſervar 


Government, that ſhows the: way. ane ar 


Bue ſtilbic bo ay" ppoſed;' thabvs ec onely- 
ſhall obrain chem, whe! by theafliſtence of God 
we doeas much as 1n us lies for the! wgngs, 
of. them. -..| Wj 
Alchough Miracles may not be ceaſed, yet 
they have no reaſon. to expect them who-will 
doe nothing of themſelves withourthem: And 
if che,warchman wall fleep, if the Giry be taken, 
or © miſchiet-. happ _ is,v1c)18/} us By 
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and. nat:;Gads,” whoſe Providence aver it con; 
tits; (10-a-girear: mheaſire;:16 tha carc and pri 
dence of ſuch whe he-niiakes uſe of, as inſtru- 
ments for the preſervation of it. TAs 
©: Whdt/macthiode are: peceſhasy ro be taken for 
the preſervation. pt any Government, : mutt bs 
tts-to-the gadgment of 'evety: particular pcerfon 
therein: concerned fo determings For. ccum:- 
ſtances alter, and ſome things may be: fix-and 
lawfull ar: ooe, ume 'mhich-wauld: bovery wrrex 
ewlarand .unfs-at another... | 5 on 4:00 4h! 
However, let:not the. difhiculues which every 
honeſt man in ſuch a cafes walk:mecr- with 
deter him fron the fauhtull: diſcharge: af his 
duty, but:as long-as! he 1s fingene iD: what ho 
undertakes andhthat when hd pretends © defign 
the welfare vhghe publick, he:dd:s really. incend 
It ; 3s; log as btirqoves not:qut of thar Srationn 
1a:wbied Pravidenco his:placcdehumyiasldng; 
as/kg-a&ts \upon:a; Principle: of confſcicnce, 'and 
Bot-$0, gratifie any-particular pathaty ar to:pro: 
moe; bys. private: wicrelts. Jet: bung always be 
doing, according to the beſt of his skilk and. 
jadgnicnt, . what: may, defeat: che drmmpts.of 
wicked! men: 4gain{t- the! Gy 106: that: Com: 
munity; that Caty: to: whughche belongs, what: - 
may tcod to.preferve Peace withuaus Wil,-and: 
Rentiouſneſs wah 185: Palaces. 51! -: #1 or fb, 
#7vs 7 *" cre 
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(There can be no: hopes of "ſectirity without 
man's induſtry, and when we make ale of thoſe 
powers and faculties which God hath beſtowed 
upon.us 4n the ſearch :after what may be of 
greateſt /benefir tg the pnblick;;// we ſhall | then 
have the greateſtireafon ra:hope for a greater 
parton of God's aſfiſtence to procure 1t: But 
unleſs the watchman: doth wake, there are no 
graunds. to think thar the Lord will himfelf- a- 
lane 4zep the City, | | 
Having done with the three Heads which 
from the words of the Text 1 propoſed to 
diſcourte: of, the. Inferences I ſhall make are 
theſe two :.-: | OD) 21. wy, 
-»[1< That' in order: to preſerve. any City or 
Common-weakh, no. man ought to. place-tog 
much.cruſt and confidence in any of 'his own 
endeavours:/:;. . of 26 et gs! 
-. 2. That:toipreferve the: City and Commone- 
wealrh-imfafery, 11s of abfolute neceflicy to fe- 
cure to our ſelves God's fxyour' and protecti- 
atone roy 4-4 
Firſt, In order to: preſerve any: City or Com- 
mon-wealth,. &<. The grear: Policicians of the 
World: axe: too apr: to value themſelves: above 
meafure upon 'the account ob their own con- 
wvances:: . They aſcribe the Satety. of a- Go» 
yerament to their: counſel and' adyice-,"! their 
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courage andreſolution ; and when any deſign 
-which they have laid takes effe&t,, how do they 
applaud hemnledees upon the ſucceſs thereof; 
whereas it is plain, all their wiſeſt contrivances 
could have ſignified nothing , unleſs God had 
Aaid Amen to them; neither had their watch- 
tulneſs over the City at all ſecured it, unleſs it 
had been under God's keeping as well as theirs. 

Such dependence therefore upon their own 
zeal and care for the preſervation of any Com- 
munity 1s very unreaſonable, ſince it isto depend 
upon what cannot in it felf preſerve it. 

And as it is very unreaſonable, ſo I am ſure 
17 1s very dangerous too: For God, when' he 
ſees men ſo forgetfull of him as rather to :de- 
pend upon 'themſelyes than upon” his 'Provi- 
dence , may on purpoſe blaſt: all their /honeft 
deſigns for the Safery of that Community: to 
which they belong, and ſuffer thoſe: who have 
the valeſt purpoſes againſt-it to proſper, :evento 
the utter deftruction thereof. 3-81 

How 1s the City oftentimes, which vaunted it 
felt fo much in its own greatneſs, 'which by 
reaſon of the number: of its Counſellors, .and 
the ſtrength of 1ts Inhabitants, chought!it ſelf 
ſo ſecure from danger, on the ſudden made 
deſolate, and all on purpoſe to wean mens minds 
from placing too much confidence 1n any: _ 
thac 
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that +5 humane,, and, to. make them look up 
from thoſe. ſecondary Cauſes .unto him who is. 
the-ſupreme Cauſe ld, all things, and by whoſe 
direction they all move, as long as, and after. 
what manner, he pleaſeth, _ 

I have already preſſed . the neccliry of Care. 
and Watchfulneſs in thoſe who ſtudy the Safe- 
ty of any City or Common-wealth, bur till, 
after we have done our beſt in ſuch a caſe, we. 
ought not to be ſo vain as to conſider our ſclyes 
alone and ſeparate from the Superintendency of, 
him upon whom the iſſue of all our wiſeſt con- 
rvagc depends, 

- If we have Succeſs in what we honeſtly un- 
dertake upon any ſuch account, we have rea- 
ſon enough-to thank him for it, and therefore. 
ought ro. empty our ſclycs of. all vain conceits 
concerning our wiſdom or HIFOSINAr any thing, 
elſe which may. ſeem to contribute to.thewcel- 
fare of that Community which we are concer- 
ned for, and give him the glory thereof, whoſe. 
Providence 1s. always neceflary to cooperate 
with man's Endeayours. Except the Lord keep, 
the City, the watchman waketh but in wain. 

Secondly , In order to preſerve any City or. 
Common-wealth in Safety, 1t 1s of abſolute ne-. 
ceſlity to.ſecure to our ſelves God's fayour and 


* 


protection. We, ſce plainly that all ourvard, 
_ helps. 
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helps, can avail nothing/ without'ir''*Tliac "et 
choſe who ate the Governours thereof project 
as well as they can for its Safery, fomie rmlucky 
accident or: other may {till fall out to diſappoint 
all their moſt hopefull contrivances, tinleſs God 
is pleaſed to interpoſe and/hinder it 
- And therefore the main thing we have to doe 
in ſuch a caſe, 1s to engage God to be on dur 
ſide, -and this we muſt doe, Frags 
' 1. By frequent Prayer to him for his affi-' 
ſtence. As 
' 2; By ſincere Endeayours of union with one 
another, . . 04 wk Ste 
© 3. By an hearty Repentance for all our paſt 
tranſgreſſions , and a folertin Reſolution of a- 
mendmeat for the farure. © mbar 
Firſt, In order to fecure God's favour and 
protection for the prefervarion 'of any City'or 


:Governmentr, It 1s neccffary that we often pray; 


into him and beg tis aſliftenice'; In every thind, 
faith the Apoſtle, Phil. 4. 6: by prayer and: fuppli- 
cation, with thanksgroing, tet your requeſts be made 
known t0 God, And more particularly itt relati- 
-on to Government, 1 7in.2. 1,2. 1 exhort'thert-' 
fore that firſf of all ſupplitations, prayers, inter- 
ceſſions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men: 
For Kings, and for all that ate in authotity, that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceuble life in all god- 
Hinefs and honeſty. God 
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God requires. that in all our wants and ne- 
ceſſities we ſhould beg his aſſiſtence, not as if he! 
did not know all our neccſiitics before' we pre- 
ſented them to him,: but becauſe Prayer argues 
ſuch a devout remper of mind, ſuch a depen-: 
dence upon God, as does rightly qualifie the Pe- 
tittoners to receive mercy from him. He loves. 
to ſee his ſeryants upon their knees, proclaming” 
him to be the Giver of all good things, and ac-' 
knowledging that hey cannot be ſafe, unleſs he 
reacheth out his hand; to ſave them. ii 

 And:therefore-to ; pg any City or Nati- 
on from danger and ruine, what:can be:more' 
ſcaſonable than that nor onely particular per- 
ſons, but whole families, who ang eng 
fall down frequently: before the” Throne! of 
Grace, humbly intreating God to! ſpare//his: 
"People, and nor to ſuffer his Inheritance'to be 
brought to Confuſion 3 earneſtly beſeeching; 
him t give Peace inthcir days, becauſe: itis he? 
alone who fightcth for;them, and who can 
make their enemies to beat peace with-them. 

We find in Scripture, Exod. x7. 11. thatwhen 
Amalekand Ifrae} tought, whilſt Moſes his hands 
were lifted up mn;\prayer {fraeb prevailed:, bur” 
when they were It down Amalek prevailed, 

.. Its for want of. true-Deyotion\in the; Inha-"\ 
bitamts that God I Mi. to be indan-\ 1 
red | | | gt, 11 
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helps. car\avail nothing! without'ir'”"Tliac "et 
choſe who Ate the Governours thereof project 
as well as they can for its Safery, fome rmlucky 
accident or: other may {till fall out to diſappoint 
all cheir moſt hopefull contrivances, unleſs God 
15 pleaſed to interpoſe aid hinder i.” ©! 

-- And therefore the main thing we haye to doe 
in ſuch a caſe, 1s to engage God to be on dur 
ſide, -and this we muſt doe, Ns 

' 1. By frequent Prayer to him for his afli-' 
ſtence. Ac 

' 2: By ſincere Endeayours of union with one 
another, - . Hm WE eg 
"3. By an hearty Repentance for all our paſt 
tranſgreſſions , and a folemin Reſolution of a-, 
 mendmeat for the furure. © 

Firſt, In order to ſecure God's favonr and 
protection for the prefervarion 'of any City'or 


Government, it is neccflary that we often pray”? 


into him and beg his afliftence'; In every thins, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Phil. 4. 6: by prayer and: fuppli- 
cation, with thanksgroing, let your requeſts be made 
known t0 God, And more particularly itt reſari- 
-on to Government, 1 7in:.2. 1,2. 1 exhort'thert-" 
fore that fiſt of all ſupplications, prayers, inter- 
ceſſions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men: 
Por Kings, and for all that are in authotity, that 
we may lead a quet and peacenble life in att god- 
finefs' and honeſty. #2 God 
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| God requires. that in all our wants and ne-- 
ceſſities we ſhould beg his aſliſtence, not as if he 
did not know all our neccllities before we pre- 
ſented them to him,: but becauſe Prayer argues! 


ot 


ſuch a deyout temper of mind, ſuch a depen»: 
dence upon God, as does rightly qualifie the Pe-- 
tittoners to receive mercy from him. He loves. 
to ſee his ſeryants upon their knees, proclaming” 
him to be the-Giver of all good things, and ac-' 
knowledging that hey cannot be ſafe, unleſs he 
reacheth out his hand. to faye them. petit 
| And. therefore to preſerve any City or Nati-' 
on from danger and ruine, what:can be:-more' 
ſcaſonable than that not onely particular per- 
ſons, bur whole families, who Tegations, 
fall down frequently: before the' Throne' of 
Grace, humbly intreating God to: ſpare//his: 
"People, and nor to ſuffer his Inheritance'to be 
brought to Confuſion z earneſtly beſecching 
him to give Peace intheir days, becauſe: it s/he: 
alone who fighteth for;them, and who: can: 
make their enemies to beat peace with them. 
We find in Scripture, Exod. +7. 11. that when 
Amalek and Ifrael tought, whilſt Moſes his hands 
were lifted up in; prayer {frael- prevailed, but” 
when they were It down Amalek prevailed. 
. Its for want of, true Deyotion\in the; Inha-! 
bitames that God ſuffers the City 20 be indans' 
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cer; and ir:is for: want of rhe fame[Devorion 
that he does nor deliver it when'it is: 
-One would think that to engage 'us: inche per-- 
fermmance \of this Duty Kvere ergugh'to' cone! 
ſider; the eaſineſs/ of it ,candiche'gieat honotir: 
which is done us; that we whoare bit duſtand- 
aſhes, thauld: have teave-givert us-thus' to- con-* 
verſe with che great Got of heaved and earrlt;} 
bur. when: we: confider the: -preat: behefit- Fhith 
heteby accrues ro the' World by our thus" pit-- 
bliſhing our dependenceup6n'him'} and: that 
God/is deficqus'ro-be- they ' *rifreated: ro'doc 
us:gaod;, irhns:makes rhe ation ro-che prac” 
tice Thereafto-be much the ſitvripet , and: lays! 
the 'mifery of} any ealamities which - tppen' 
tothe: publickrac our' doots; as catlſct] Oy our" 
ne lladof ic: Ho 001% e 92571 
2 Dawieh,; alihbugh: the Jewiſh chovernidient 
dr preſent. very well fircked der him, ak 
you chere-was af amicable *correſÞondenty' 
berwixe!PridgczandiPeople, and every one'er 
joyed us jult rights and privileges withour any" 
croublc ot: drſturbance.. does' however' think x 
cro:xall uporildll} :perfons wharſoever''to? Join 
wih hin-.an; ther-Poritions ;for the Sifery '&f 
the preſent Eſtabliſhnent,”'Pful. 122. 6. O Pray 
for: the peerewfi: Ferufalen;:' they ſhall proſper that 
Joon ther 23 bnowing- Eg that withour 
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the Almighty's kindneſs, thers ootild be rio. {c- 
'curity that things wonld always fo condriue. 
How quiet ſgever they were art preſent, he was 
ſifficiently aware that there mighe be Invalions 
from'abroad,; and Rebethons at home: That if 
things ſhould continue peaceable during his 
Reign, yer.that they might not doe fo in the 
Reign of his Succeſſours: And therefore to fe- 
Eure and perpethate 'to” them chat Peace and 
Tranquillity which they then enjoyed, he car- 
neftly exhorts his Peaple to make their Addret- 
fes unto him! for his protection, who holds thi 

reigns of all Govergment in, his hands, who oo 
Itth down one,” and fetrech up another ,; who 
overturns whole Empires when they, ſeemed 
moſt firmly ſertled , and caufeth great. alterar 
tions'in a Kingdom, when it was leaft expetted. 
"We have Peciendly ſeen; from what has 
been diſcourſed ,. that after the moſt prudent 
Politicians "have. contrived” the beſt they. can 
for 'the ſeeyrity of any State, ſame ues; 
pected; Accident or. other may. interycne,” to | 

blaſt all their moſt hopefull Projects, and: to 
unhinge and ſubycrt, that Goyernment which 
they: fo much labaur to preſerve, -unlels_ he :by 
whom, Kings reign, and Princes decvee. juſtice, 1s 
plead ro lend his helping hand fox the defenge 
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- Before then'we cngage in any deſign forthe 
fake of the'publick, ler us carncſtly beg God to 
'proſper it: Before we go about to prevent the 
evils we foreſee coming upon it, Ict us humbly 
beſeech him to avert them. Even when we are - 
-upon our guard for the Safety thereof, and do 
'think we have a good fertlement, let us implore 
his aid for the preſervation thereof. 

If we are not for Changes and Commoti- 
ons in the City, but would fain have things 
kept-in their true ſtation,and na Encroachments 
made upon the Rights of others ; let us hum- 
bly intreat the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
that he will be pleaſed to ſubdue the Paſlions of 
unruly men , will diſcover and defeat all rhe 
wicked Contrivances of fuch as are encnies ta 
Peace ; and by the influence of his Holy Spiric 
diſpoſe all ſich as are in authority to rule- with 
gentleneſs and prudence, as well as thoſe wha 
-are ſubjects to pay a cheartull obedience to all 
their juſt commands :' This being the ſurcſt 
way 'to beſpcak his kindneſs, who i always rea- 
. dy to hearken; to.the deyour Petitions of fuch as 
-make their neceſſities known unto hun, eſpect- 

ally in an affair which is fo worthy the cogni- 
Zance of. fo great a Being as God 1s. : 
* Secandly, In order to ſecure God's favour 
and protetion for the preſeryation of any City 
BAK Qr 
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of Community ,:we'ought to beekinidly affer- 
red ctowaxdsone another: There is nothing mote 
- pleaſing) to: God:than/Peace' and: Unuty': This 
 15-what-our:Saviour' with ſo. much carneftneſs 
, urged upon his: Diſciples: This s'what reſern- 
bles the: heavenly State above, ' where all ye 
calmly and in perfe&t amity one with another : 
Nay, -this- 15: what reſembles even God himſelf, 
whoſe, Natures one, and whois always at U- 
nity within himſelf -- So'that' byi how! much the 
Mcmbers of: any Society are kindly affected-to- 
wards one another; and do mutually endeaygur 
to promote. cach the ather's fatisfaction,. by fo 
much are; they the: better qualified 'to receive 
\the divine Influence for the furthering: all ſuch 
onee defigns as are for the! prefervation: of 
that Sqciety unto which chey 012. 

- A houſe divided againft it ſelfsxanndt Jong land, 
and yet ſtand it might, if God thought fir ts 
hinder-1t from. falling: But Diviſions cauſe Godi 
to withdraw, the:hght ob his:Countenance from 
a People, ſo thav they ſoon crumble into. pieces, 
and batter and deſtroy one another- - : : - 
_- When, inſtcad of putting an-end to altquar- 
xels and comtentians, men arc ſomalinous as'ts- 
renew ancient diſcontents, and to foment- new 
ones.: When, inſtead of conſulting the Intereſt 
of the publick, they are ſtriving ro-gratifie their 
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| forgiving one: anotheras they jy Aw rhey atc 
Wholly; wafent pom revenge ; it) 16/ng: wonder 


$7 Codkaviaſachs a People to: themſebves; i foias 


being deprived of hisnedeflaryafliſtence fortheir 
preſervation; they docven paxil; and come t w - 
8. fearful]: end. : 
So thar.they $7 hr would move the Almighty n 
td take any Ciatuckafberics particular eqrc,onght 
-to ſhow: him| incthemfelyes ſomething of thac 
peaccable.cemper which-is.16 graceful to him, 
and which hc'is always wont to:aceompany 
with his Grace add hewvenly Affiſtence. 
 He-that lawes' ngt bis\Brother (fautlr the Ap6- 
file) \'mbonz he' hath ſeen, how' ſhall he love God 
mham: he: bath not ſeen. And if a manbe not 
rightly affected! cowards God, if the' loves him 
nothow:can heexpect : any favour or proteQion 
from bum. 
|  Letchemithen whowould: haye God to blets 
their Fndeavours /fori che” .proſery lie of * F i 
Governmeant/wih-fucceſt, 'be ſure to lay #4 
all malice and' ll nature;''to forget all orbick 
affronds. and:unjuries, arid! x6 endeayour, , as 
mo— chem! lies, ro live e peactably wi vidr al 


hen thei "ot quenely ednfider, that chey are 


het the-ſamo parentage, having God for their 
Father : 
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comfortably lin vhs worden e ie Confis” 
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oy, Toy! oſed op as to the opinion hich” 
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- /Thik things che 4ienbieht Fclipagity 5 al 
cnough dequattied a3lith, arid" thee rh 
upon which eithcethe-Happittels or Retitic © : 


SOCIEty depends. IGHIONB-SHD G1 


-$ 
__ 
Dn * 
ge 
pb __ - 
s p 2 og 
by 5 I 
. . . «cu x > Fen 
E + SLE” 4 
b « +. In 
PA b 
1 » <a 
Fe of 27 "he 
” PR CIS 
: p 1-34 
_— . vi 
' el ot MO 
wa g A rage Ter. , RE 
< 
X- * "# 


—__- 
S a” 


hw® 


[22] 
= Grip one —_— 
doe: one mTny the good we can, 
y,after-a more / particular manner 


engage God 4a, be':gur fricnd,: we-invite his 
bleſſed Spirit, totake up his dwellings amongſt 
us, .and to, dire} and influence all our endear-]- 
yours: for. .che, preſervation} of. chat. Society. of 
whichwe arc Members :: an it wearnioba ens: 
viſh, an ll natured diſpoſition, and: care not. 


W, t PR: what affronts.we offer to;one an- 

other, we'drve [away the Spiri of God, which 
the Spirit of Pcace,; from taking-up his abode 

amongſt us, we put our ſclves our of the x 


tection LA him 7 , without which no Ciy , no > 


Governn befafe. « 

And. I keartily, with. might be. 
Ecrioully, yy nga ions or 
eſpecially 


Ron opportunitics we have had fornberly. 


Thick fe togetherand of cloling choſe breaches 
e unfortun 
4; buc. fill, AT. _ the cunning of our 


invetcrate Adverſaries,or by. our, own folly 


we hayc kep 
kh tog 


at a diſtance, ,And.mnſtead of j joy 
for the preſervation of us all, 


hayc mutually exaſperated. and ecavoured to 


ruine one another, , 
We 


D /& - 


"4.3 
cr, 


wh what made amongſt 
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* We (eith new to' hive Anothe?'6ppBrit | 
pur into ot hands, of ket 1 "thoſe WR; <Q 
which have been kept s long &me of 


grant thar che hears of fonie*tro 1 7ſt Hes -agae 
Top be ire ON "NY 


Oll into out wonnds, we fall ro Sg then 
wider;'and making ict” blIedaffeſh oc 
All: .wiſc and” honeſt” TT ng un 
forget atid to forgive, and by ""iticiial ec 
cenſions, to come as, near one thother' Ws | 
poſl ble for them to come?” "AB@iftheobf} acy 
nf Kms.) che Wafpiftne(s hd ns 'crs, 
che - Axeibirion of ochers,"'do"rior Hin "Wi 
may Hope to {ee aka antit4bly'' compoſe 
nd an happ Union begun among(ths; 
"Bur, if. ;h cad of v7 "a0 Ehd wo 
Cleric Quartels, "i nrenebs* wWetndfaa\ 
to revive then . If paſt Miſctrriigts akttpo 
vated afreſh, arid new Diſcontencs"hieighrned : 
If whey Ga God bY his lace; Kindneſs to'ds, Techn 


co hay ve, as our Treſpales yer we 
hot Grave 69a rreſpaſsap | > Bat 
that uoimnetcifulf Servanc inch Jig. 
his Lord. had forp wen hav | a9 

for Sri One an 


\, "pay the that thou oweſt me, Marth ca Lancs | 


biic that God ſhould piveluckt att wm irate EF) ble. 
People up to follow it "Ong ors; and if, 
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her docs ſo, that will be a Judgment ſcyere e- 
nouphy , and We ſhall ſoon be brought to deftrue- 
y.qur, own, Diviſions. 

"When once Parties are well heated, they never 
matter what. becomes of the Publick,, bur are 
ready to catch at everything, how deſtructive 
ſocyer tothe whole Community, 1f it does but 
help to graufic, their own revenge. _.. 

Oh chen thac we did bur know, at leaft 19 
chis our day, the things which belong untorour 
peace; | before;they:arc hid from our cycs!. 

h,chat we-could cndeayour kriqully t9 'be 
of a meck and.low]y mind,, a humble an cha 
xitable Diſpoſition! ... \W 

That,we Fig: be will: hg) Tafice) private 
rcſentments{ publick good, and as rhe Apoſtle 
adyiſeth,, Co OY » 0g? to- Put on gs .the Elett of 
God,. hah, and _belozed, bowels. of therey, -ttndneſs 
Fubleneſs of. mind, meehnefs, Jong-ſuſſering, 
berg; one another, forgiving. one anbther 7 
\, The chings. 1n;themſclves natural ly tending 
co promote the prefent hap Fool. of any People; 
al being, bkewiſe eh of t| ﬀ methods we 
inp takers; ; ENgAgE in Who 15; 5a, God « of It ace 
and Vee) ok halen fter ce for "he Ri 
tiering 6 
jr BY ecally, = in a E "Third and Laſt place, we 

al cnn a.lincefs. Fepcntance 1 for. all RY 
Pa 
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paſt, and firm reſolutions of 'aamendment/'for- 
the time to:come, 7 WY £20 21HTT-TFORT DONE 

God: has a peculiar regard: to'\what befalls: 
whole Cities-and Communities, becauſe as they 
are Societies, they are onely capable of Rewaras' 
and Puniſbments: in this life | They :are diffol- 
ved by death; and although God will chen' 
deal with the -particular members'tthereof ac-/ 
cordipg to their- deferts,: yet they cannor be fo: 
dealt with as a Body united under Laws and! 
Government. And therefore God calls! Cities 
and Commonwealths to prefent-judgment;:and: 
exerts his Powercither! in cheir:prefervation ior 
ruine, according as he: finds .it moſt :neceflary: 
for his Glory and for the general benefit of che 
Warld, :; lon ood ed nongef aut nog 
. When he finds-any People to'behaye them-: 
ſclves dutifully towards him ,:he ther\ſhowres: 
down Bleſſings of all: forts upon'thenv3':and' on' 
the other: hand, when he finds them-toocont;>: 
nue in-their; ouſcacs timy/ hethetv o&- 
tentimes . brings. a | ſudden: deſtruction; upon! 
them. And-thus we obſerve God. to have parti- 
cularly ſhown himſelf with reſpect to:thesFews::: 
Great - mercies he: beſtowed :upar then}: but: 
they; abuſed' his meracs, and notwithſtanding); 
his 'great kindneſs, rebellcd-again(t; hum. !Upons 
this he ſent his i among{b-rhem ,.:to1t 
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canſume them, but pon [their repentance he: 
curned "from his heavy wrath ,-.-and* received 
them again into fayour, And fo all along, 'as 
_ cher behaviour, ſo was His dealings with 
chem! £9 VISA I8 Voll £PMIBO6 TR 
-'Jtt.is Sin and Iniquity alone: which brings'a 
City into danger: Ic 1s this alone which maks 
Gad | withdraw. the: ight of :his countenance 
from! avy: Pcople; 'and what can then' befatl- 
them buc_naſery and:confulzon 2. ©: 1 21 
--God-is very loth to doe this: Iris called in 
S&ripture: his ffrange mork; :and he:do:s not love: 
ta bengaged init, but. ro-keepuphis Autho-? 
riy.in the World, to mamfelt his infinite Wife-' 
dom and Power in ſuch admurable Eventsas are 
upon ſuch occaſion by him produced ; and to 
difcaurage:all; ſmfull- practices; ir 1s: neceffary 
that;he ſhould doc. it ſomerimes, bur it is one-! 
Iy them thatchc! forceth himſelf ro doe it, when 
any:Pcople: contmue: obſtinace 1a their. wicked: 
courſes; notwithſtanding all the methods which! 
have by: him been uſed for! their amendment. 
He warns them time after imeof their. follies, 
and by kind invitations, by the memory of pat - 
mercies, by threats | and pronufes, :endeavours- 
to reclaim them; and ws nor untill they have 
wearied .his patience and forgiveneſs that he 
figns their doom. SPE 214 309 91 of 


? #2 FRE 
| ---Tf-then'we have-aoy kindacfs for that 'Cicy ; 
that Kingdomamto which webclong, don't ke 

us any :Jonger .give countenance tb choſe Sins. 
which arc the onelyrinceatives:of God's wrath 
againſt any Kingdom vr People.” Levevery ont 
fcarch narrowly into:his:own breaſt; / and there 

* make a ſtrict enquiry, -whar Luſts are yer un- 
morcified,- and lev hnm-be fure:immediardy to 
bring: cheny forch' and” ſlay” rhemi before-the 
Lord... i: c 2116 viont Ho 15910 07 2h 
Don'c let any. pretend, What will 1c fignifte 
for me to be reformed when there is ſo gents. 

ral a';corrgprion of *manners. throughou? the 
— whole Nanoh 2» 3 wm np ton 50d 
We know: when God: was about to/deftroy 
Sodom and Gomorrab, how: fra llin” ako ric 
righteous perſons. would tHavefaped theſe> Ch 
teies."! 5 1674 21291 erin? Pry th "fer 56 of S. 
Every / ſincere. Penitens damps the farry of 
God's anger:, and by-.eyeryonexbegimning tot 
amend his own ways,2'a /generab Reforming 
muſt ncelarily in time follow: OF T6151 10} 
Let! no -excufes ther make as defer omr'Re- 
entance-dne/momear-lonpery bit tet ugg. 
>2:mecverp one from trance wilt ia" firn* par» 
poſe of heart to amend whatever-/is amaifSin us? 
; This: being rhe: onely' way 10 engage: the: Al- 
&* mightytorake care of us; arid-ro-do&ls:pobki 
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-;Weate all @nſible-cnough thatthe Cicyſhas 

been; in great-danger;; Sean can Wwe: yet ay, 

that 1t1s ſo-ſafe as we could with. :- Great diſtracs 

tions have!been av the Kingdom ;:and:there! is 

{bll-manyab akinghtart and x "RI DK 

amoneſt:us, and withbe-uncill clings: be :more 

and-more ſettled! ro: the Nation's contentment; 

23 The onely: way:Lknow of foriusto endeavour 

$6 ſcreleithem: according] to:the beſt-of :ourskill 

1s, to break off thoſe Sins which cauſed 'God 

© permit! ſuch; diſorders to happen' amongſt 

US: OL el 591003 GSOT7- DY(NTOTST 20: ON: SAFE FG 1 

| We ate:indeed in hopes of having albchings 

ſucceed well with us for the future; and 

of. having that deliverance: which has been 

wrauyght forms perpetuated-to.us,) butall will 

depend; upon-our behaviour: For although 

God has delivered us from the Evils that threat: 

ned-1us, itt if; ſuch ardehverance:has not had 

ch anzaflucnceupon-usastoworkathorough 

reformation! dmongR ms,; x wilbe very-caſts. 

for him to bring/gteater cEvils uparitus-c / 11:11 

.-» We have ſcen great and- unexpected Reyo- 

lations within the ſpace; of: a> few: years; and: 

God's hand-1s not ſhorthed: fo as notito be able! 
2D to:caulſe; greater-{hlk th boon 07 37697 to ton 
=” | How near-ſoever we. may. ſeem'toam-bappy 
+. _ Cſatement, Godican blaſtallourcounſcls;:and: 
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hinder what, we are. 7 þ  deſirotis-of fi 
hens effected. - Or-if an _—_ br, rg 'I 
ids e, we muſt ſtill.rcmember- _ words: of he 4 
154 and, thar, Without Goc 's bleſſing; 1 GAR Ws 
never be of long cantinuance: 5 2} 36s. fl 
1 - God's dealings with us have'been-all, Ks _ 
| als chequered with good: and exil.;.. Firſt I 

211d Wen then ſome great. merty 3; then ſome, We 
ogher.gu dganept and; then-Iome: orken: groay RY 

mercy... py. 
| GE are. naw, uprder) the fraſs of his loving 2 
Ty Eindiels cowards, us,and-uplebs i procure ſame ol 
g ſuitable- returns from us, ſome judgment 1s.. / | © 
next to follow, and. perhaps. a greater than we *" 
have ever yet been ſenſible of. Wl i _ 
| Let us not then, while it is calletl to. ro 
harden our hearts, bur ler C d's.dealin Ew, 
us be an engagement to_us tobreak- of: be 
wicked courſes for the fucure. 

And ſince Providence'has.ſo- ordered macters.. — 
” that many of thoſe things which-were the Gaye: | thay ii HL 
ſes of ſuch diſſfatisfactions and: diſſentions- are:; '* 8 

wholly remoyed, ler all that oa en Was. 

formerly ſpent ak ji ps 

quarrelling wi K 

one another , be wholly { about: che: 
- More weighty. matters of ie Y Tudgmene eng! 
and Mere: | oe RS 
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